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Network Neutrality, Broadband Discrimination

(Tim Wu, 2003)

NETWORK NEUTRALITY, BROADBAND
DISCRIMINATION

TiM WU
INTRODUCTION

Communications regulators over the next decade will spend
increasing time on conflicts between the private interests of broadband
providers and the public’s interest in a competitive innovation
environment centered on the Internet. As the policy questions this
conflict raises are basic to communications policy, they are likely to
reappear in many different forms. So far, the first major appearance has
come in the “open access” (or “multiple access”) debate, over the
desirability of allowing vertical integration between Intemet Service
Providers and cable operators.' Proponents of open access see it as a
structural remedy to guard against an erosion of the “neutrality” of the
network as between competing content and applications. Critics,
meanwhile, have taken open-access regulation as unnecessary and likely
to slow the pace of broadband deployment.

This paper takes a more general perspective. The questions raised
in discussions of open access and network neutrality are basic to both
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November 2014
The President's message on net neutrality:

THE WHITE HOUSE

November 10, 2014

An open Internet is essential to the American economy, and increasingly to our very
way of life. By lowering the cost of launching a new idea, igniting new political
movements, and bringing communities closer together, it has been one of the most
significant democratizing influences the world has ever known.

“Net neutrality” has been built into the fabric of the Internet since its creation —
but it is also a principle that we cannot take for granted. We cannot allow Internet
service providers (ISPs) to restrict the best access or to pick winners and losers in
the online marketplace for services and ideas. That is why today, I am asking the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to answer the call of almost 4 million public
comments, and implement the strongest possible rules to protect net neutrality.

When I was a candidate for this office, I made clear my commitment to a free and open
Internet, and my commitment remains as strong as ever. Four years ago, the FCC tried
to implement rules that would protect net neutrality with little to no impact on the
telecommunications companies that make important investments in our economy. After
the rules were challenged, the court reviewing the rules agreed with the FCC that net
neutrality was essential for preserving an environment that encourages new investment
in the network, new online services and content, and everything else that makes up
the Internet as we now know it. Unfortunately, the court ultimately struck down the

T . — S https://www.whitehouse.gov/Net-Neutrality
PRI ERAICHLED DK, FCCIZERR,
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Ajit Pai Mignon Clyburn Tom Wheeler Jessica Rosenworcel Michael O'Riely
Commissioner Commissioner Chairman Commissioner Commissioner
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